
BEST EVIDENCE 



— The coffin was empty. 

— The body was altered. 

— The "best evidence" was falsified. 

These are the startling revelations in BEST EVIDENCE: Disguise and 

Deception in th e Assassination of John F. Kennedy , by David Lifton. 

Lifton's thesis is that President Kennedy's body, the "best evidence" of 
what really happened in Dallas, was stolen, that surgery was performed on his 
wounds, and that bullets were extracted from his body between the time he was 
shot m Dallas and the time the official autopsy was performed six hours later 
at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. 

Consequently, Lifton says, the body that was presented for autopsy no longer 
reflected the true facts of the shooting because, at the time of autopsy,. it was 
a medical forgery," forensically altered in order to change the visible 
direction of the wounds. 

In BEST EVIDENCE, which is the result of 15 years of meticulous research, 
Lifton argues that there was a conspiracy to support the single assassin theory, 
which is predicated on the location of the lone sniper’s nest in the Texas School 
Book Depository and the identification of the weapon and ammunition that were 
used. Lifton further contends that any gun could have been the murder weapon, and 
that the three pieces of ammunition in the case — the bullet found on the Dallas 
stretcher, and the two pieces of ammunition found in the Presidential limousine — 
were almost certainly planted. 

Painstakingly tracking the chain of possession of the body with the effective 
time-line" technique he used throughout his investigation, Lifton suggests 
that although JFK’s body was flown from Dallas to Washington aboard Air Force One , 
it was not in the ceremonial casket that was constantly attended by Jacqueline 
Kennedy and the dead President’s aides. 

He believes the body was shipped in a body bag which was subsequently taken 
to a location other than Bethesda, where the body was altered. The altered body, 
inside a body bag, was then placed in an ordinary shipping casket. Lifton also 
presents evidence that two ambulances bearing the separate caskets — one empty, 
one containing the altered body — arrived at Bethesda. 
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Eyewitnesses whose testimony was previously ignored or misinterpreted 
report that when the body was unwrapped at Bethesda, it was "apparent" that 
there had been "surgery of the head area, namely in the top of the skull." The 
anatomic descriptions of the wound on the President's head, given by doctors 
m both Dallas and Bethesda, indicate that the shape, form, and size of the 
head wound had changed dramatically, and that the President’s neck wounds 
indicated a similar pattern of alteration of entry and exit wounds. Conflicts 
m statements by key witnesses are clarified by Lifton's conclusion that the 
body was intercepted and altered. 

Many witnesses report that the phrase "a security measure” was used by 
high-ranking government officials, everywhere and often, to allay any 
suspicions that might have arisen over the mysterious circumstances surrounding 
the events leading up to the autopsy and the autopsy itself. 

BEST EVIDENCE reveals the first new information in the case that has 
fascinated a generation, facts that were never examined by the Warren Commission 
or the House Assassinations Committee investigations, or uncovered by any 
independent researchers. 

It is a monumental detective story that, according to the author, blows 
the cover on "the ideal covert operation, one which is secret from inception 
to eternity." The aim of his 15-year search, states Lifton, is "if not justice, 
the truth." 
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